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TMelville tramways just before the outbreak
of war. There was a delay of some eon-
sidlerable time owing- to the inability to secure
rails for the work. Eventually the rails
were obtained from the Government and
the work was completed, Since then, as we
are al aware, a large number of residents
have gone to the Front, and the Melville
Roads Board are not enforcing the paymen~t
of rates so far as those persons are con-
cerned. The tramway, of course, is not
paying at the present time, principally on
account of the war and the fact that Point
Walter is not being used as a pleasure re-
sort to the same extent as was the ease
formerly. The Mfelville authorities, before
approaching the House to ask for the post-
ponement of the payment of the sinking
fund, thought it advisable to interview the
society which advanced lo the board the
money on debcntures. The society sent an
inspector to the district, and they were satis-
fied on that inspector's report to permit the
payment of the sinking fund to stand over.
I will read a copy of the letter which was
sent by the society in question to the board.
It reads-

The Australasian T. & G. Mutual Life
Assurance Society, Ltd., Melbourne, 18th
May, 1917. The Secretary, Melville Road
Board, Bicton. Dear Sir,-Re debentures
No. 1/130 for the sum of £1I3,000. Your
letter of thre 8tih inst. was laid before my
Board of Directors to-day, and 1 have to
inform you that the society is prepared
to fall in with your request and waive the
provision of a sinking fund in connection
with the above loan for a further term of
five years. Yours faithfully. Signed, J.
McKenzie Henry, General MINanager.

I think, therefore, that we are justified in
asking the House to pass the Hill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

fit committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.43 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., arid read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAY REVENXUE
AND EXPENDITURE.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Colonial
Secretary: Whether he can supply the
House with the following details relating to
the revenue and expenditure of the Railways
for the year endiing 30th June, 1916, viz.:
1, The revenue and expenditure for "passen-
ger and coaching" trafllc-(a) on the met-
ropolitan-suburban area; (b) on traffic
from the last-mentioned area to the coun-
try; (e) on traffic from the country to
stations and sidings wherever situated? 2,
The same particuilars. as regards the "goods
and live stock" and "mniscellaneous" traffic?

'[le COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
To obtain the information asked for would
necessitate the employment of three extra
clerks for one month, at a cost of between
£:40 and £50. If the hon. member still de-
sires the information, -will hie move for a
return?

QUESTION- KIMBERLEY CATTLE,
GOVERNMENT PURCHASE.

Hon. J. A. GREIG (for Hon. H.
Carson) asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, Is it a fact that a. Mr. Fleming
passes the cattle bought by the Govern-
ment from Emanuel Bros. on behalf of that
firm, and his son passes them on behalf of
the Government at the port of shipment; if
not, -who does this work? 2, Is it a fact that
a Mr. Watson averages these cattle at Fre.
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mantle on behalf of Emanuel. Bros., and the
engineer, in charge of the Abattoirsi aver-
ages on behalf of tine Goverinment; if not,
wvho does the work? 3, What number of
cattle contracted for have been delivered?
4, What has been the profit or loss so far on
the number supplied to date?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Mr. Fleming, Sen., who has had 30 years'
experience iii this business, and is acknow-
ledged to be one of the best judges in the
State, passes the cattle bought by tine Goy-
erment from Emanuel Bros. So far as wve
know, Mr. Fleming, Sen., is not in any "vas
connerte.l with- Messrs. Emanuel Bros. Mr.
Flenni-ip j un., has nothing whatever to do
with the Government. 2, Mr. Watson aver-
agl-es the cattle at Fremantle on behalf of
Emanuel Bros. AMr. Golding, who is maau-
ag-er of. the abattoirs, at Fremantle, aver-
ales tile whole of the cattle purchased by
the Government. There is no engineer-in-
charge of the abattoirs. 3, Emanuel Bros.,
uinder the terms of their contract, have de-
livered 5,849 cattle. 4, The loss to date is
£C217.

PA PERS-WALISTON AND PTESSE'S
GULLY RESERVES.

On motion byv Hon. A. SANDERSON
ordered: Thait there be laid on the Table of
the H-ouse (at) file 181f)/04 containing coir-
respondence between the Lands and Rail-
ways Departments re Railway Reserve No.
7278 at Walliston, and any further papers
relating thereto, and (bi) the file and corre-
spondence between the Lands and Water
Supply Departments re Piesse's Gully Re-
serv e.

The Colonial Secretary laid the papers
onl the Table.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
The PRESIDENT: I have received the

report of the Auditor General for fhe year
ended 30th June. 1917.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Health

Act, 1911-15, Amendment of By-laws-
(a) Maylands, (b) South Pertli, (c)

lBridgetown. (d) Westonia, (e) Gos-
nelis, (f) Osborne Park, (g) Midland
Junction, (Ii) Belmont Park. -2, By-law
for the declaration of anthrax as an in-
feetious disease. , 3, Prohibition under the.
Pearling Act, 1912. 4, . (a) File 1819/04
containing- correspondence between the
Lands and Railways Departments re rail-
wa - reserve No. 2278 at W1ahliston, and
papers relating thereto; (b) the file and
correspondence between thle Lands and
Water Supply' Departments re Piesse's.
Gully reserve. (Ordered on motion by Hfon.
A. Sandlerson.)

AI)DRESS-IN-RE PLY.

Fifth dayq-(.onciusionl.

D)ebate, resumned from the 26th July.
Hon. If. MILLINGTON (North-East)

[4.37) In speaking upon the Address-in-
rellyI may say that, tip to date, taking-
notice of the statements made by the Gov-
ernmient, I 'have searched in vain for tine
polic ,y of the present Administration. The
only thing- I canl see is that disclosed by their
statement that the Alinistryv is composed of
the men, the p~eople, we have to look to.
Therefore, instead of a policy, we find that
wye hav~e in this instance to depend on men.
We have to live them a blank cheque and
trust to them to carry out what they con-
sider is in the best interests of time people.
I do not know how much we have to expect
from this conglomeration of discordant ele-
menits which now form the present M1inistry,
bilt we will have to take them as we find
them. To get an idea of what they do pro-
pose to do, and to see their excuse for form-
ing this Ministry, we find that their window
dressing consists of-especially after know-
ing the case they' put up on the Eastern:
Ooldfields-a Premier with whom, the 'y say,
no fault caii be found, and of whom they
say' it is palpable lie has no past to which
any excep~tion can be taken. They are, there-
fore, quite confident that the present Mfinis-
try is going to be popular and wvill meet
with the approval of the whole of the elcct
ors of the State. There arc other members
of the Ministry who also have qualifications
which commend thenm to the Nationalists.
We know that the representative in this



Chamber,' the Colonial Secretary, is a man
w~ho has a peculiar alptitude for presenting
the liberal cause, and I bave no doubt that
the National programme wil also be equally
well presented by him. The present Attor-
uicy Oeneral, who was Attorney General in
the late- Administration, also uinderstands
campaigning very well. We remember some
time ago, in his campaign for thle Canning
election that hie made a namne for himself by
promlisinlg all things imaginable to thle elect-
ors ona that occasion. [ cannot sayv that since
that timie all.v of his promises have been fiul-
filled. hut at the sanme time the electors have
a 'MP'd iepresentative, Liberal and Nation-
alist as well. As for the present Minister
for Mines and RatilwaYs, there appear to
hame been no less than three changes in
about as utaur' months in that portfolio. If
we zo onl like that we should at least be able
to g~et an 6CiiceflE Minister for Mlines and
]Railways. All I can see to commend the
present occupant of the position is dilatori-
ness. and I think he can be presented as
carrying out the Liberal or Nationalist
policy of doing nothing, so that there should
be nothing criticised. 'in reference to thle
Treasurer, at pre-sent it is unnecessary' to
say anything regarding him. We quite re-
eognzsc the importance of the p~osition he
holdls, and] everyone is prepared to give him
a chance. I was rather disconcerted about
the r-emark of the Colonial Secretary when
hie said that time financial policy of this Gov-
erment was thme samue as the financial policy'
of the lirevious Government. If that is so
we have not a great deal to hope for from
the piresent Administration, for the simple
reasrmn that the previous Government, in
connection with financial matters, had a pro-
gramine of some description. They intro-
duced measures for taxation, for instance,
and~ they proniised that rigid economy
should be practised, but as far as we can
see from time taxation proposals that they
insisted on-because they had a majority in
another place-the only taxation proposals
to-day, that they have put through is the
trifling tax on receipts to the extent of
one penny- That is their idea of stemming
the financial drift. They are going behind
to the extent, on. their own admission, of
£E700.OflO a Year, and their idea of squaring
thle finances and making both ends meet is

inl pUtting- a tax on receipts of a penay. It
is absolutely' a ridiculous thing to talk of
sqularing the finanees of thle State by drop-
ping,- pennypieces into the public coffers.
Tha t was the statesmanlike wanner in which
they dealt with thle finances. Now we have
the Colonial Secretar 'y assuring us that the
p~resent Administration are going to con-
tinue on the same lines. We will wait until
the 'rreasurer discloses his policy, and I do
hope that when it is disclosed the weakness
which %vas shown by thle previous Govern-
ment in connection with taxation proposals
will not be continued hr' the present Admaib-
istration. In connection with thle financial
position, everyone has to admit its serious-
ness. It did nut take thle party to which I
belongt three years of war and three years of
present stress to discover that something
would bare to be done to stemi the financial
drift. We have heard a great deal about a
strong man being required to tell the people
their duty and what is required of them. I
would like to Point out, however, that, as far
as the people of the State are concerned,
they have long ago re(uested Parliament to
do its duty. It is not the people who are at
fault hut Parliament, for not putting into
operation thle measures they were authorised
to. In 1911 thme party: to which I belong was
elected to office with a definite taxation
policy- and as will be remembered, attempted
to put this policy into operation straight
a way. They recognised that to carry out their
policy of humane legislation would cer-
tainly' mean additional expenditure, and
that to give better conditions to the civil
service and to give better services to the
people it was necessary to have addi-
tional revenue. They made no secret of
the fact that more revenue was needed to
put their r-olicy into operation and they
asked that that extra revenue igh-t be pro-
vided. This was made perfectly clear by
thle Labour party when seeking election, and
they were authorised in 1911 by an over-
tvheining majority to put their policy into,
operation. This House, however, when the
taxation measure was introduced, consigned
it to the waste-paper basket. I do not know
what was said on that occasion, but later
when measures of taxation were introduced
and passed in another place and referred to
the l.egislatire Council we were told in no
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uincertain measure by the present Colonial
Secretary, who was then in opposition to
the Government, that he would not give the
Labour p~arty any more money to wvaste and
that it was not necessary to have additional
revenue. He was quite confident that all
that was required wvas that the affairs of
the State should be administered on sound
lines, and that economies should be insti-
tuted in tile departments, and that the
wastage in the various departments should
cease. Then he added that he was confident
there would be no need foi additional rev-
enue. This same attitude was taken up
when a taxation measure was reintroduced,
or perhaps a similar measure, after the 1914
elections. The cry still was that additional
revenue was not required and that all that
was needed was better administration and
economy in the departments. This con-
tinued until the Labour party were put out
of ollice by a combination of the Liberals
and the Country party. Then we have the
spectacle of the present Colonial Secretary
mialdag a financial statement, and lie then
admitted after his party had assumed con-
trol of the Treasury bench that it was im-
possible for the present Government to
square the finances. They showed all that
they were ahle to do on the lines of economy,
and even with tile supermen they placed in
charge of the Treasury and the various de-
partments they failed to square the finances.
In fact, things have become worse than
when the Labour party were administering
tile affairs of the State. The Colonial Sec-
retary then made an admission that, owing
to the increased interest and sinking fund,
and tile decreased amount received from the
Commonwealth, the two items alone totalling
between £600,000 and £SO,000 -cxpendi-
ture which had to be met and which no
economy could assist-that it was absolutely
impossible with the present revenue to
square the finances. The present Adminis-
tration and the last Administration took a
long time to discover that the affairs of the
State could not be financed on the revenue
being received. I hope that they have at
last discovered this fact, and that they are
prepared to admit the position, and to re-
member also that it is not a case of telling
the people what they should do; but rather
a case of saying that now, although, they

have waited three or four years, they are
going to give the people the opportunity of
paying for what they receive. I cannot
imag-ine, how it is that it was considered
necessary by the last Administration to fool
the people to the extent that the present
Premier did. I amn satisfied, so far as the
taxpayers are concerned, that they are pre-
pared to pay sufficient revenue for the ser
vices that are given to them in return. They
know perfectly well that owing to the man-
ner in which the expenditure has been in-
creased in this State, considering that the
revenue has not increased to any appreci-
able extent, it is impossible to go along as
we are doing. In addition to the items I
have mentioned which have been admitted
by the Colonial Secretary, we have excess
expenditure wvhich "'as incurred by the Lab-
our Government and wvhich we considered
was justifiably incurred. At the same time,
this has to be met. To tile credit of the
Labour Government be it said they enden.-
roured to meet it, but the Legislative Coun-
cil took charge of the finances of the State
and prevented it being met, It is merely' a
matter of form electing members to another
place; it matters not what the majority may
be in the Legislative Assembly, this Council
takes upon itself the full responsibility oC
deciding the financial policy of the State.
Tine Liberal Government during its term of
office increased the expenditure in various
departments, and so far as I can gather,
the last Administration moide no attempt to
decrease the amounts spent in these depart-
muents, and I find that the present Govern-
mient have no intention of decreasing
amounts in connection with certain other
departments, either. For instance, in re-
gard to education, the old Liberal policy
prior to 1911 was to starve that depart-
ment. The Labour Government immnedi-
ately reformed that department and in-
curred additional expenditure per annuml to
the extent of over £100,000. Dluring their
term of office, extending over four years, they
spent £C400,000 more than did the previous
Liberal Government in a similar term. We
find the Colonial Secretary, in speaking on
the question of education recently, instead
of saying that he was going to curtail ex-
penditure in regard to that department,
made no secret of the fact that lie was going
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to increase expenditure, and he has already
done so. The pace set by the Labour Gov-
ernment has livened up the old Liberal
crowd and they now realise the benefits of
providing increased educational facilities.
They' recognise that they have to march with
the times. So in regard to that item, in
addition to the others I have mentioned, I
have not heard any statements to the effect
that they are going to decrease expendituire.
]n connection with the railways, the in-
crease in the minimum wage amounted to
£1q04 '000 per onlium. I1 do not know whether
the Present Government intend to revert to
the old rates,. which were considered ade-
quate by the Liberal party, or whether they:
aire prepared to continue the extra expendi-
ture incurred by the Labour Government.
If so, there is another £104,000 which wvill
have to be found. The Hlealth and Charities
votes hanve been increased, 'and the four
items which I have mentioned amount to at
least a quarter of a million per annum.
That is all in addition to the extra money
required for interest and sinking fund. As
for increased revenue during all that period,
as near as I can gather, it amounts to lprac-
tically nothing. So that as in 1911 when
the revenue and expenditure v'ery nearly
met, we now find that while the revenue has
not increased to any great extent, the ex-
penditure has certainly increased by over a
million per annum. And with the experience
of the late Government when they tried their
methods of economy, and when they tried to
improve the administration which they
alleged they brought to bear, the fact re-
mains that they went behind to the extent
of over £700,'000 per annum. So that if
they no"' say they are going to grapple
wvit~h the finances of the State and are going
to place them on a sound basis-I presunue
they consider they have practised rigid
economy and that in many instances, in the
language of the present Treasurer, they have
cut rigtht to the bone--while the avenues of
economy are almost exhausted so far as
bettering the present condition of the finan-
ces is concerned, it means that unless they
intend to cut down various services which
thie G4overninent give to the State, additional
revenue is absolutely imperative. I sincerely
hope, despite the statement of the Colonial
Secretary that they are going to pursue

the same financial policy as the previous
Government, that they will -show a little
miore backbone in connection with their
taxation proposals than did the previous
Government. I do not think we ever had
such a spectacle as the bringing down of
necessary taxation measures and then drop-
p)in.- them in an unaccountable manner as
was clone last session. All I wish to say in
connection with this matter is that I believe
the people of the State 1realise that what-
ever services they get from the State they
have to pay for them, and that instead of
the Treasurer being crucified, if lie tells the
I-eople this, .I believe they will be prepared
to give hint credit for informing them in
plain langutage what they are to do, and
if hie is worthy of his position I am
satisfied hie will do it. I do not know
anyone who w~ill object to taxatiort
proposals which will have the effect of
straightening out the finances of the State.
We are all saying what we are prepared to
do in conect ion with this, that, and the other
tlhing.- I should say at least the people of,
Western Australia are prepared to make an
attempt to pay their debts, and when we
consider no attempt has been made to stem
the financial drift during the past five years,
it is about time we made an attehipt to do
it. One hon. member mentioned that he
would like to have the candid opinion of
Mr. Boan on the financial quecstion. I can
assure this House that 1, too, would like to
have that lion, member's candid opinion. I
have an idea that if lie were managinge the
afairs of a big concern which were going,
behind to the extent of 1700,000 per annumn,
hle Wold not suggest as an effective remedy
the sacking of the office hoey or the cutting-
dlown of petty expenditure. I think lie
would adopt a more drastic proposal than
that, and if lie gave his candid opinion of
the finances of the State hie would say that
if the p~eoplc are to have these services,
money must he found in order that they
may' be paid for. It is not a fair proposi-
tion for this generation to he continuially
passing on its liabi~ities to future genera-
tions. A~t least we sho uld make an attempt
to square the finances and show that we are
prepared to do ot1r~duty so far as this State
is concerned. Just a word also in connectionr
with the economies, which bave frowi time
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to time been practised in ( his State. We
are all quite prepared to admit that where
expenditure can be leg-itimately cut down,
it should be cut down at a time like the pre-
sent, but there has been a practice adopted
in the past, particularly by Liberal Govern-
ments, of starving certain State services
and taking credit for economies by so doing.
As a matter of fact before the Labour Ad-
ministration came into power there had been
very little mioney lslent on the maintenance
Of our railways, and they had to provide a
matter of £150,000 to put the lines in order.
That was on aeeoutif of the scandalous way
in which the railways had been starved.
The position was the samie in regard to rol-
ing stock, and an enormous sum had to be
spent to bring the rolling stock tip to what
it should be. Any Government which at-
temj..ts to effect econoinies. in my opinion,
has no right to do it by starving the rail-
way' s; and it is to be hoped that if we must
hav-e economy, this system of false economy
will not be practised and that the assets of
the State will not be allowed to lie depre-
diated through neglect in the future. Mr.
Sanderson quoted a set of figurres showving
what a fearful condition the rreasury is
in on account of the hug"e loan expenditure;-
hut 'I think somne o>ther lion. mnembers have
already pointed out, our expenditure from
revenue in this State is proportionately
greater than in ninny of the other States, for
the reason that in this State a greater aiim-
her of activities are controlled by the Slate.
'[le real question is whether the money that
has been spent from loan funds has been
wisely expended and whether we have lire-
portionate assets to offset against the ex-
penditure. I hope the Colonial Secre-
tary when touching on the subject of the
deficit will give credit to the Labour Gov-
ernment. We have been told that that Gov-
ernment have the credit of having spent
money lavishly; but what 'ye want to know
is bow the revenue has been expended and
how it is proposed by the present Govern-
inent to effect the economies which have
been so much spoken of. Thre main ques -
tion is whether the bulk of our expenditure
has or has not been wisely spent. Although
the Labour Government have been blamed
for its loan esr-enditure, it mutst be remem-
bered that to many of those works, as hon.

ineiiiers are perfectly wvell aware, the
Labour Government were cornmiitted before
they camne into office. Further, a good deal
of that expenditure has been onl railways
and other works that were absolutely juisti-
fled, and to which at the timne no one took
exception. There is also another question
which is of very vital interest to this State
ait the piresent time, and in respect of which
thre peaple arc anxious to know whether the
Government propose taking any action to
bring- about a better state of affairs, I
refer to tile matter of the cost of living,
which lies increased enormtously during the
term of the war. The Labour Governmnrt
did make an attenipt to regulate the cost of
commodities;. Members of this Chamber
will recollect that an Act was iii operal ioa
for some twelve months and that this (tuuin-
her t iok the resjponsihilt / it iofe iiovi igr that
Act [rom tire statute-hook. Some members
st aterl that it was an unjutsti[ja'de interfer-
once with the law of supjl ly and demand,
that it was not Justified, and the Colonial
Secretary, I' think, said lie took full respon-
sibility for speaking and votinga against that
measure.

H-on. J. Duffell :Are prices any higher
nowk than [lien?

Hon. H. Ml LLINOTON: At that time thle
cost of living was lower in thii State than
in any other State of the Commonwealth
with the exception, probably, of New South
Wales, where a. similar Act was on [ile
statute-book and where tile Attorney Gen-
eral issued a pamphlet in ivlieh hie showed
that State interferenre hadl saved over
E400.000 to thre people by the operation oe
that Act. When that Act came iiito opera-
lion in Wvstern Australia it had a salutar 'y
effect on the commercial people of the
State; it had tile effect of regulating food
prices and of stop pine increases from being
put on the necessaries of life. To those who
say that the reg-ulation of the prices of corn-
mod ities is not a matter for the State. I
would point out that the present 'National
Government are in favour of the principle
of a court of arbitration for the purpose
of deciding on any increase in wrages. They
realise [liat the best -way of dealing uith
this question is by going to a court where
evidence is taken and the rates fixed ac-
cording to the evidence given. A great
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portion of the evidence tendered in the
Arbitration Court deals with this question
of the cost of liv-ing, and the evidence as to
the cost of living is a great factor in the
award. Bitt the difficulty is that when an
award is issued based on the arguments and
evidence tendered and eon-i-lered by tho
court, inimediatel 'y the award issues, if an
increased wage is granted to ihose who
applied to the court, the plea is imimediatel 'y
made that oil account of time increase in
wvages the prices of various commodities
must go upi. This in effect mneans that the
evidence given before the court is flouted ,
lyet~use the set of figures given to the court
as an argument in favour of an increase of
waires is really altered after the award is
liven, with the result that those who obtain
the award (1o net get the benefit they should.
There should he some method of either fix-
ing or regulating prices after an award has
been issued]. If it is a fair thing to fix by
arbitration the rate of wages a man shall
receive for his day's work I want to know
wtvhy' i t is not as justifiable to fix
ihe rate of prices thal one man
mu~ist observe in selling to another. WVe
want also to kpvow why* it is, when these mat-
ters have to he dealt with in a judicial tri-
hunai and decided on evidence, commnercial
pcop~le have a right to fix their own prices.
They can raise the price of certain corn-
modities without having- to put in evidence
showing that it is imperative that such
prices should be increased. They' have not
to show their expenditure ls increased or
anything of that kind; they simply act in an
arbitrary manner and fix prices for them-
selves. There is a shrewd 5sspiciofl that it
is not entirely the cost of production of any
commodity which governs its selling price,
hut that prices are fixed by interested par-
ties aind not by independent parties as in
the case of the Arbitration Court. When
the Control of Trade in War Time Act was
in operation it had a good effect, and I am
confident that if a similar Aetuwats passed
now it would have a salutary effect also.
Mr. Kiugsmniil said on that occasion that if
the Act was necessary he thought it -was
necessary also to put it into operation. T
would go f urther and say that, since we have
a court for the fixing of wages, we should
also, in order to be logical, have a court for

tile fixing of prices. which after all ls a
direct hearing on the purchasing value of a
mnan's wages, and he is entitled to have an
idea of what the purchasing power of those-
waues will be. For the puirpose of showing
how this quLestion bears on the man in busi-
nes~s and the wage earner respectively, I
should like to quote some extracts in reply
to those who say that the profits being made
at the present time arc justifiable. The pro-
fits of a certain shipping company in 1913
ainomnted to £:20,000,000; in 1916 they total-
led] £188,000,000. Again, to show the neces-
sit ,v for some regulation and for some
Methods being adopted to restrict the in-
flation of prices. I will quote anl extract
from a newspap~er published no longer ago
than July 26th-

Mr. Smillie presiding at the Miners'.
Federation Conference at Glasgow yester-
day, said that the Government had only
taken control of the output of the mnines.
[t hadt not seen its way to nationalise the
mines. He contended that, in view of the
fact that the Government guaranteed the
mine owners pre-wvar profits-

M~embers will note that so far as capital was
coneerned the Government guaranteed the
owners pvc-war profits.

tihe miners were untitled to be p~laced ofl
an qual footing. HeLoped the Govern-

mecnt wouild act promptly on the Indus-
trial Unrest L'oniniiss ion's report. Deal-
ing with thme increased cost of living-, he
said the miners -were in a position at any
time to force an increase of wages, but
they dlid not desire to use their power.
They l v referred that the cost of living
should come down, but if it were not, re-
duced wages must be increased.

As far as profits a9re concerned, when indus-
tries are taken over by the Government, the
principle is adopted thait the owners shall be
entitled to pre-war Iprofits. We on our part
would like that also, and we do riot think we
are asking too much in suggesting th~at the
same princilple should apply to those who
aire engaged in working for wages. We con-
tend that if capital, even when comman-
deered by time Government, should stfi have
the samte value to the owner as it lied in pre-
war times, there is no reason why the man
coampelled to work for wages-which, in my
opinion, are never too hig-h--should not have
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those wages maintained at the same value to
him to-day as in pre-war times. 'When
people are told to practise economy, it is al1-
ways one particular class that is told to do
the economising-. The man who every day
of his life has to practise miracles of eco-
noiny is now told that he must work still
greater mniracles. [n fact, wages have in-
creased very slightly since the wvar, w-hilst,
as pointed out in the extracts which I read,
the increase in the cost of living has
amounted to 75 per cent. Now what our
party wvant is that the wages which are
being earned to-day should be of the same
purchasing power to-day as they were before
the war. Whilst the workers of this State
and of other parts of the world are pre-
pared to make any sacrifices in the interests
of the nation, and have lproved that they are
prepared to make such sacrifices, it is not a
fair thin-, anti we will never aggme that it is
their duty, to mnake increased profits for
those wvho are handling the commercial con-
cerns of this country or any other country.
The workers are prepared to make sacrifices
provided the nation gets the benefit of those
sacrifices.

Hon. W. Kirigsmill: Especially at Fre-
mantle.

Hon. H. M11W1NGTON: That question
can be dealt with also. The workers are not
prepared to make sacrifices in the interests
of a few profiteers who are dodging their re-
sponsibili ties; and failing in their duty by
the nation. I noticed recently that the Perth
Chamber of Commerce were tendering- ad-
vice to the people of the State and] telling
them to practise economy. Members of the
Chamber showed how the expenditure on
this Parliament could be considerably re-
duced. The foresight of those gentlemen is
really remarkable. Perhaps it may not be
out of lplace to inquire into some of their
businessimethods. We often hear Mr. Dulfell.
-vho is not now p~resent, referring to the
Chamber of Commerc!e, those who undertake
distribution right throughout the State--
glorified middlemen. Mr. Garner lies told
us that the system which Parliament has
adopted is most wasteful. I have observed
the manner in which members of the Cham-
ber of Conmnerce conduct their affairs in
this State, and I think they can also be told
that their exp~enditure could he curtailed,

and that a good deal of the ex'penditure
which they pass on to the people coald be
saved. We find that practically every' day
in the week they have an arniy of comnmer-
cial travellers going out into the country
izth various wares. I happened to talk to a

commercial traveller in the train recently.
He showed me his price list, and candidly
told me that in a great many instances his
prices and those of opposing firms were uni-
form, having been mutually agreed upon01
and fixed, and that in the great majorit 'y of
eases he could not alter his prices by wvay of
oiving inducement to a particular buyer to
deal with his firm. Candidly admitting this,
lie said that the business he secured was due
to his personality, and that he spent a few
pounds in getting business.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: He shouted?

l1on. 1H. M.NILLTNGTON: That is exactly
the point. He said, -11 go to a place, like
Westonia, a fine place for business, no
doubt about that;, hut I cannot give these
people any inducement to deal with me ia
preference to the other fellow, and I have
to depend on huying my business." And he
bought it all right The fact remains that an
armny of commercial travellers and other
agents travel throughout the country-. That
is the Chamber of Commerce system of
doing work which in many instances could
be done by writing a few lines and affixing
a penny stamp to an envelope. Then there
are the various agents throughout the coun-
try. 1 think members of the Country party,
the representatives of the farmers and their
interests, should also wake up) to what is
being done. I believe they are wvaking up.
A, jan out-bac!k wanting a harvester comes
to Perth, goes straight to the firm selling
the machine, and pays cash for it. That man
will find that some man of whom lie knows
nothing and whom he has never seen collects
2.3 per cent. of the p~rice as commission.
Such are some of the commuercial methods
of the men Rho now tel] us that we have to
economnise on Parliamentary expenditure
and that we are working under a very waste-
ful systemn. If there is any system that is
wasteful and requires reform, and that one
day will be reformed, it is the present com-
inercial system. Personally 1 ami pleased
that the farmers have decided to co-operate,
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that they are going to cut out some of the
middlemen. Undoubtedly the Chamber of
Commerce will put every obstacle in their
way. I believe such an attempt has already
been made, but in that cae thle Chamber of
Commerce were up against an organisation
able to compete, and I believe the eventual
result will be the saving to the farmers of
a t-reat deal of unnecessary expenditure.
Only a couple of years ago I myself obl-
served a ease where two able-bodied men in
a motor-car travelled out from Northam a
distance of about 100 mites to sell a farmer
hetre and there a few balls of twine. It
amounted to this, that the farmers were
charg-ed for the twine and also for the ex-
penses of the two men and the motor-car.
The same thing applies to the sale of machi-
nery. Machinery agents are going all round
the country' pushing their manufactures,
whereas a man with any common sense at
all does not go to the auctioneer or sales-
man for a reference as to what hie wants,
but takes thle trouble to find out which is
the article be requires, quite irrespective of
tle recommendation of the seller. On the
subject of economy I think there is more
need for reform in the present commercial
systemn than there is in connection with the
system of government, which has been cri-
ticised by the Chamber of Commerce as ex-
travagrant and wasteful. One matter which
has received a good deal of Iprominence is
thle Esperanee railway. We know the atti-
tude taken up by the previous Government
regarding this railway, and yet it was made
an electioneering dodge during the recent
by-election for Brownhill-Ivanhoc. I
sincerely hope the present -Government will
make themselves clear as to what they in-
tend to do. This is certainly not a party
question, but, at the same time, I do not
want. to see the Esperance people fooled any
longer. They were told that the line would
he constructed as soon as practicable. I
think it is due from the Government, unless
they, intend to fool these people, to tell them
straight out that it is impossible to eon-
struct the railwayv even for the first 60
miles, let alone to carry out the Royal Com-
mission's recommendation and put the line
right throug-h to Norseman. Such a declar-
ation is necessary for thle protection of the
people who are there, and also for that of

intending settlers. If men who have set-
tled nearly 60 miles from the coast have am
impression, such as they might derive from
the promises recently made at Kalgoorlie,
that the line is to be constructed, they are
likel'y to incur additional expenditure an4 .
lbe influenced to put in crops and so forth.
The Government are in a position to know
that thle line cannot be constructed, as they
have neither the material nor tile money;
and [ think it would be oniy a fair thing in
thle interests of the people settled there and
of intending- settlers to state plainly that
the Esperance railway cannot at present
be built. I hope that there will be no more
fooling in connection with the question, but
that the Government will make a straight
out declaration of their policy as to this
railway. Oenerally, I would like to say that
the policy which the Labour party have
advocated in the past, and which was good
in normal times, is the policy we still advo-
cate. We hope the present Government
will at last agree to what we hiave been con-
tending- for during years past, the necessity
for additional taxation. I should like to-
see a tax placed on tI'e unimproved value
of land, or, if that does not meet with the-
approval of thle Government, any equitable
tax will be supported by mie, because 1
f ully realise that additional taxation is-
necessary and even imperative, and that the
time has gone by for fooling and for pro.
mising economies which it is impossible to
earn' out. Further, I should like to see
anothler trial given 'to the Labour party's.
proposal for overcoming the difficulty of
the increased cost of livinr, by means of
fixation of price. I heard one member ot
thle present Government say publicly in
Kalgoorlie, though of course this was at
election time, "I have been speaking- witb

the Premier and tile Attorney General,' and
they assure me that they are quite in accord
with the idea of price fixing. I am goinga
to try to induce the National Governinent to
re-enact the Seaddan Act, which was struck
off thle Statute Book." That was stated byv
11r. Thomas, the member for Bunbury, I
do not know whether the Government still
hold the view thant that measure should be
re-enacted.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Mr. Thomas was not
in the Cabinet then,
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Hon. R MILLINGTON: But he was~a
member of the National party He ex
plained to tue that the beauty of the party
wvas that its members were absolutely un-
trammelled. He said, "I am as free as air;
I have been a party hack too long; now, on
the floor of- the House, I shall have a free
hand; [ shall be almost as important as Mfr.
Lefroy himself." He also told me that in
connection with Government measures there
was; no such thing as any member being
bound to vote for them. He said, "If a
Minister introduces a Bill I am free to vote
whichever way .1 like, and if the Govern-
ment introduce a Bill and it is thrown out
that does not in any way affect the life of
the Gov'ernment." So it would appear that
Mr. Thomas has a perfect right to speak
for himself, irrespective of the head of the
Ministry. 'Mr. Thomas evidently has his
own policy, and is going right ahead with
it. At least, now that hie is included in the
M1inistry, I do not know howv it will be. H6
has an idea that each and every member of
the National party has a free hand. So far
as policy is concerned, I1 believe that holds
good; and so we have at least one member
of the Cabinet in favour of the fixing of
prices. I sincerely hope that member will
make his influence felt. I also hope that
the industries of this State, ahout which so
much has been said, will be encouraged. I
do not wvant the gold-mining industry to be
encouraged in the same manner as the pre-
vious Government encouraged it. For in-
stance, they considered it a fair thing, when
purchasing the support of the Country
party, to give that party concessions equ-
valent to about £60,000 per annum. I refer
to the reduced freight on fertilisers. it
was quite a lair proposal to earn, super-
phosphate at about a quarter of the cost of
transport, because that was for the de.
velopment o! the farming industry.
But we also have some outbackers who re-
quire a little consideration too. Particti-
]arly- is this the case in p~laces as far back
as Laverton. The way they were assisted
was byv an increase of ten per cent. in rail-
wa * freights. The manner in which the
Government assisted the farmer was all
right, hut we cannot see why the prospector
outback should not be assisted as wvell, for
lie. in his capacity as citizen, has to pay

ta~xes in order to provide the assistance for
the farmer. I hope a little more considera-
tion wvill he given to those men outback than
was g-iven by the Liberal Government. Also
when going to the present Ministry and
asking assistance for mining,' as -Mr. Cun-
ningliam and I dlid a little while ago, we
find we can get ai promise whlich does not
niaterialise. The instance had to do with
a piarty of men who hand been working for
four years on a mine. The developmental
work was stopped owing to an influx of
water, and pumping operations became
necessary. An oil engine was used. The
price of kersosene has; gone up considerably,
and in addition the freight wvent up ten per
vent, also. In these circumstances it was
impossible for those four men to carry on.
The'v estimated that it would take four
mionths to prove their mine. We went to
the Mfines lDepartment, and the Minister, on
the particulars being placed before him,
said, "Oh ' es, I see no reason wvhY you
should not be assisted." But after the de-
partment had considered it, we were told
that there was no possible hope of getting
any assistance. All that the four mn re-
quired was £50 a month for four months.
which would have deternined wvhether or
not the mine was payable. It is all very
well to make promises for the assistance of
the mining industry, but if it can be assisted
in a practical manner it is by extending
assistance to cases of this description, to
niel who have done a lot of developmental
work and require only a little aid to allow
them to decide finally whether or not their
mine is payable. I know of no other way
in which money might be better spent than
in the assistance of such men. Conversely,
if assistance cannot lie given to such men,
I fail to see how assistance can be rendered
to the mining industry at all. I hone the
various services which past Glovernments
have rendered to the State "'ill not be
star-ed. I hope that the educational facili-
ties will he maintained, and that other ser-
vices, such as health and charities, will be
made a special consideration with the pre-
sent Government. As I have said, we are
quite prepared to give any assistance we
possibly can to the Government, but we are
not prepared to go along mei-ely relying on
abstract promises of what the Government
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are prepared to do. We want them to defi-
nitely take charrge of the reform in respect
of the National policy, otherwise we fail to
see any use in making glib promises of
stemming the financial drift. We sincerely
hope also that something- will be done in
order to Jprotect the people of the State
from increases in the prices of commodities.

H~on. R. G. AR1)AGI- (Northi-East)
[5.35]: 1 desire in the first place to con-
gratulate the leader of the House on having,
accepted a portfolio in the National Govern-
ment. Let me also extend the same comnpli-
ment to Air. Baxter. I am one of those who,
when the crisis came about, couldI not see
eye to eye with many of amy colleagues in
the party, and consequently 1, like Mr.
Dodd and others, have been' expelled from
the party. However, I wish to say from
the floor of the House that, whilst I have
been a member of the Labour party almost
ever since I can remember, I claim that I
am still so. But when this great crisis
came about, wvhen this war was thrust upon
us, when the country was at stake, wvhen I
had to take the word of those far greater
than myself, I, like many others, was pre-
pared to p)ut my country before my party
politics. In doing so, may I say, I had no
regrcts. I notice in His Excellency~s
Speech the announcement that the Govern-
ijient are out to make as much saving as
possible. They say that in view of the
tiinnial stringency they hope, by careful
economy in administration and the amalga-
inotion of offices, to make material savings.
There is one matter that I1 consider the
Government might well take in hand,
namely, the entering into negotiations with
the Federal authorities with a view to the
amalgamiation of the Electoral Departments,
State and Commonwealth. I fail to see why
there should he two sets of (ifficelts

and two separate departments. I believe
that the one set of officers could carry out
the work with very little extra assistance,
and the amalgamation would effect a big
saving to both the Federal and State Gov-
ernments. Further than that, I believe that
not only would economy he brought about,
but greater efficiency would result, and in-
creased satisfaction would be given to the
people of the State, for, after all, there is
hut one set of electors. Many of our pre-

*sent difficulties would be overcome if we had
but one set of officers compiling the rolls.
At the recent Brownhill-Ivanhioe by-elec-
tion a g.reat number of people who had re-
cently voted at 'the Federal elections found
their names removed from the rolls. They
could not understand why. In many in-
stances, perhaps, it wvas chiefly their own
fault, but there wvere other instances in
which the officers of the department wvere to
lIame. If w'e had one set of officers com-

piling the rolls, both Federal and State,
there would not he so much difficultyi as at
present. T notice in His Excellency's
Speech it is said that, notwithistanding- the
financial stress, it is the obligation, of the
Government to provide funds to aid in de-
velop~ing all industries, both primary and
secondary. I believe that in the past in-
sufficient money has been spent in connec-
tion wvith the dlevelop~ment of the mining in-
dustry, in the assistance of p~rospectors out-
back wvho have tried to earn a living and at
the same time aid thme development of the in-
dustry' . 'Take the Ida H. mine, which has
been wvorked for 'years by a company. it
has been taken over by trihuters. and
those men are spending about £1,400 a
month in wages. This money has to come
out of the mine. If it were not for tributers
the mnine would probably have been shut
dtown long- ago, which would have meant a
grea't loss to-the district and to the State.
Conseq1uently I think the men responsible
for carrying on are deserving of every as-
sistance. At the present tune, if I am in-
formed correctly, they are being somewhat
harassed by' the mining laws in regard to
air ventilation. I am credibly told that the
air ventilation to-day, with the mine 1,600
feet deep, is better than when the property
w'as being- worked by a mining company.
Trie inspecctor is not too wvell satisfied with
the conditions. They dto not comply with
time strict letter of the law. But in
a case like this I think a point might
he strained in order to keep) the mine
going and the men employed, until bet-
ter arrangements can be made in regard to
ventilation. The increased cost of mmnin%
requisites is a question worthy of the con-
sideration of the Government. Dyvnamite
has greatly increased in price; in fact, full
strength dynamite is almost' unprocuirable
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in the State. The last quote given moe was
£6 a case. Yet I am informed that it is
manufactured in South Africa for less than
:Os. a case. If that is so I think there is

ample room for investigation by the Mines
Department, with a view to seeing if better
results could not be obtained-better from
the point of view of the users of dynamite.
At Kalgoorlie some attention is being given
to the question of the effectiveness of dia-
inond drilling. Personally I believe that
diamond drilling is a good process, more es-
pecially in those districts where mines have
been worked to a certain depth and, for
want at capital, abandoned. There are
many mines at the north end of the Kal-
goorlie field, at Broad Arrow, Menzies, Cool-
gardie, and Malcolm, which, I believe, if the
Mines Department were courageouis enough
to sup~ply the diamond drills, would give
good results. Such a development would
probably be the means of attracting capital
to these Jplaces and livening them up once
more. The other evening Mr. Lynn made
some reference to grievances in the Police
Department and from what I can gather
there is ground for the complaints. I fail
to see why a special examination should be
given to some officers while other men who
have been in the force many years longer
and have given the greater part of their
lives to the State in the back blocks of the
country have not been given the same chance
of advancement. 'Many of these men at
times have taken their lives in their hands
and done their best to explore and develop
the State. These men should he given the
same opportunity as those who sat for a
special examination some few months ago.
An injustice has been done to those men
who have spent so many years in the black
blocks. Some police officials have been in
the service close on 30 years; they have
been almost pioneers in the outback dis--
tricts. They have rendered faithful and
good service to the State and I fail to see
why these men who are now getting on in
years should have to p}ass an examination
alongside of younger men who have a better
opportunity of qualifying for an examina-
tion by living in the City all the time. The
men in the hack blocks have given the best
part of their lives to the State and should
not he required to pass an examnination.

Their long experience and faithful service
without a black mark against them should
be sufficient guarantee without an examina-
tion.

Ron. J. WV. HICKEY (Central) [5A7]:
It was my intention to deal with a matter
that Mir. Millington dealt so exhaustively
with and which has been agitating the pub-
lie mind. I refer to the excessive cost of
livinir. I could never understand the reason
which actuated the members of this Chain-
her in ref using to pass the Control of Trade.
in War Time Bill some time ago. I attri-
bute my presence in this Chamber to a great
extent to the fact that my opponent sup-
ported the striking out of that measure.
However, whatever motives actuated mem-
bers in defeating the Bill they should have-
had good reason for altering their opinion
since. [They should trust the people to a
great extent. Members of this Chamber
should take into consideration the judgment
of the people on these matters If members
followed the prices closely and considered
thIie f acts wvhich ha ve been put f orward at re-
cent meetings and demonstrations held as.
to the high cost of living, they would see
that there is something behind the whole
question. The figures quoted at demonstra-
tions have been accurate in detail or they-
would have been challenged on many occa-
sions. Only on one occasion were the
figures challenged and then on the next day
in the Press I believe they were contra-
dicted. Without dealing too closely with
this matter I would say the figures used in
the Arbitration Court recently shows that
if a man wishes to keep his family, and a
small family too, he requires more money-
than lie is getting to-day so as to enable'
them to be kept on a scale equal to the.
prisoners in the Fremantle gaol.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: There is a very high'
standard down there.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: That may be so,
but for a man to keep a family of four-
children it requires a wage of £:4 14s. 8d.
per week to keep them on the samne scale as
the prisoners are kept in the Fremantle-
gaol. It is said that the Control of Trade
in War Time Bill has interfered with the-
industries of the State and I think it is up
to uis to interfere with them because they-
are exploiting the people to a very great'
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.est ent. The figures which have been put
forward bare, been proved to be correct by
the statistics of Mr. Knibbs. For a man to
keel) a wife and foiur children uip to 14
years of age on the-same diet as is given at
the Fremnantlc prison it requires £4 14s, 8d.
a week. This should excite the sympathy
of members and shotild appeal to the Goy-
ernmient.

Hon. C. Sommers: It mighbt be an argu-
mient for reducing the standard at the gaol.

Ron. J. AV. HICKEY: ]f a man is in-
carcerated for the worst crime wve should
not reduce the standard which is now in
force and our standard is not as high as
that of the prisoners of war in Great
Br itain. The German lprisoners of war get
inure, comparatively speaking. It requires
£3 4s. 3d. to keep the prisoners of -war in
Britain. That is reducing the amount as
given by Mr. Knibbs of lie. 8d. for rent
and taking fliUres which MNr. Alauwater, who
is recogniised ais an authority by Britain and
America. I think the Government should
do somnething- in this direction. We fully
recognise that in these times all should make
sonic sacrifices but the sacrifices are too one-
sided. I have had an apportunity of col-
lecting evidence for the Arbitration Court
and at times it is necessary to show tile
lowest cost of living as well as the highest
cost, and it has heen my lprovince on occa-
sion to prove that with the cost of living as
low as possible and reducing it to a mini-
mum it is an impossibility for a man with
a wife and family to pull throngh. I think
the Government should do something for the
man who'is working on the minimum to-day.
I notice that the Government notwithstand-
ig. the existing financial difficulties are

anxious for the development and progress
of the industries throughont the Stale.
Many matters have been dealt with hut
small mention has been made of the mining
'industry. The Government have no better
op~portunity than the p~resent for develop-
ingz the mining industry at such places
as Narra Tarra and Tuckabianna. Sonic
notice should he taken of the grant-
ing of exemptions by the late Minis-
ter for Mfines. I desire to refer to the
Sirdar mine ait Mlt. Mfac-net about which a
great deal of controversy has taken place.
Mri. .Shallcross took over this particular

mIine on a 12 months' option. For the first
seven months he closed the mine down.
After the exemption had been refused on
two occasions by the warden of the district
tis gentleman succeeded in getting exemp-
tion. If this is to be allowed anyone can
come along and shut uip a mine as long as
it suits him. This gentleman took the mine
in question from a party of shareholders
and the mine has lain idle ever since. This
is not the only mine that this gentleman has
under his control but it is the most glaring
case which has come under notice. If this
is going on in the mining industry, instead
of being of assistance to the State, it will
prevent prospectors trying- to do anything-
for the industry. I hope the Government
will take into consideration the desirability
of doing something for the benefit of the
peopile in the matter of the cost of living
and the indiscriminate granting of exemp-
tions especially to men of the description
I have named. In connection with the edu-
cation vote, 1 admit it is large and I trust
that if any economies arc to be exercised iii
connection with the Education Department
it will be in the larger centres. Money oa
education is well spent, particularly in the
back portions of the State, and I speak par-
ticularly of the farming districts. I hope
that no economies will be practised in the
hack portions of this country and if there
is to he any reducetion it will be in the larger
centres and in the metropolitan area.
There is one matter which has been
mntioned p~reviously, I refer to time supply
of school hooks by the Government. I do not
say that at the p)resent juncture the Gov-
ernment should grant free hooks, and free
facilities in even, direction, but something
Should he done to assist the people in this
way. It is hard indeed for a man with a
family to pull through wrhile providing his
children with the necessary educational
facilities. 'When children go from class to
class year by year they have to be provided
with fresh hlooks and I should like the Gov-
ernment to do something in providing the
hooks free of cost, thus giving the people
sonic assistance.

Hon. J1. CUNININGHAM ('Yorth-East)
C5.58]: 1 have a, word or two to say in
connection with the remarks made by Mr.
Sonmmers, a few evenins ag with re-gard
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to the action taken by the F'remnantle lumtp-
crs a month or six weeks since. One would
gather from Ur. Sonmmers, remarks that
the wharf labourers ait Fremantle are men
who should he deported frem Western Aus-
tralia. I feel quite sure that had Mr. Soul-
mere known thie trite position in connection
with tire little trouble at Fremantle hie would
not have inide the remarks which hie did
in this Chiamber. Mr. Sommers referred to
;the matter of loading a transport in Fre-
mantle and also in connection with the load-
ing of wheat; ships. With reference to the
work on the transport it is as well to point
out that the people in charge of that
particular work were to blame for any fric-
tion which occurred in the loading of that
transport. These lpeople are working tin-
der an agreement. I believe that agreement
was drawn up and made by the president
of (lie Federal Arbitration Court, Lu that
agreement are a set of conditions and fle
rates of pay dealinge with Sunday -work,
night work, and the ordinary day work. That
was entered upon by the labourers working
on the wharves. I may say that I wveut to
Fremantle recently to get as near as I couldI
to the facts in connection with the trouble,
seeing that one of the hon. members of this
Chamber representing- that part of the
Slate had not thouchlt it his duty, perhaps,,
to have anything to say in that connection.
I found that the transport could have been
got ready' for this work to be taken in hand,
as far as I could see, about 11 o'clock on
Sunday. The people responsible for *get-
ing the boat away, if necessary as early as

they desired, hung- up tire work during the
wvhole of Sunday, and asked the men to
conic in after midnight. The only reason
why this attitude was adopted towards tie
hampers is the fact that the people respon-
sible would have had to pay something- like
5s. 3d. per hour for Sunday work. It was
evidently their desire to get the work done
at a cheaper rate and they were therefore
prepared to ask the men to conic in' on the
night work.

Hon. IR. J1. Lynn: Not at the cheaper rate,
but at the arbitration award rate.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAbt: That is a
clieapier rate. The rate for night work after
mnidnig'ht on Sunday is at a cheaper rate
than the rate set out in the agreement for
work done during Sunday. These people

i'en' prepared to take advantage of that
particular clause in the Igreemont with a
view; to having cheap work done. In that
u~groenient there is also a provision giving
the mnen tire option as to whether they shall
work at night or not. As a matter of
fact, the judge of the Federal Arbitration
Court set out that the men could please-
themselves ais to whether they, worked night
work or otherwise.

Hon. JR-.1 . Lynn : Or work at all.

Hon. J. CUNMNINGHAMV: Or work at aff
at night. That being the case, the men
looked at it in this light-that one party to-
this business, for the purpose of getting the-
work done chca per than the Sunday rate
of lpay, desired the men to come in and
work nig-ht work; and the mnen, having a
right to say whether they would work night
work or. not, were prepared to come in, if
die people responsible for the loading of
the vessel made it worth their virile. that
is to Sill, guave them a little extra pay.

Hon. B. J. Lyvnn: They did no,. do that
with tile P. & 0. boat. 'raey were paid all
dlay for nothin and wouild not wtork at
night.

Hon. J. CUNNTINGHAM:. The rate
asked by the hunpers was nothing extra-
ordinary,. It had been paid on previous
occasions and has been paid since. Tlirr
has been a certain amount of iriisrepreserr-
tation, and this has bean spread through
what I might, perhaps, call a biassed press,.
for the purpose of injuring these men
known as the Fremantle Whiarf labourers.
With reference to the wheat ship, there.
"'as a considerable amount of publicity
given to thi action of the men in connection
with the loading of that vessel, but we find
that after the vessel had been loaded, irres-
pective of the great outcry which had gone
forthI, she lay in the harbour or Just out-.
side the river, for something like five days.
Yet we find the Fremantle Jumpers have this
chiargne levelled against them, that they did
something which was hanging up what one
might say' was food for the Auistralian and
British soldiers fighting- in France.
With regard to tlre other vessel, al-
though a little trouble took place in
connection with the night loading, and
the men refused to go on unless the*
jpeople concerned were prepared to pay an
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-extra amount. thle work, in connection with
thle loading wai completed by the wharf
labourers at about .5 o'clock on the Monday,
hut the vessel did not leave the wharf until
between .5 and 6 o'clock on the Tuesday.
Who was responsible for that delay; not
altogether the wharf labourers! There seem
also to be some other persons who assisted
in delaying the vessel after she was ready
to go. It seems to Int that the people who
hadt the matter in hand did not desire that
she should leave ainy earlier than shte aetu-
ally did. The fact of the Jumpers having
token up this certain attitude in connection
with the loading of the vessel did not inter-
fere in any ' vi wy with her departure from
Fremnantle.

lon. R. J. Lyvnn: Give us the mail steam-
er. when they were paid all day for doing
nothing.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAMA: I do not know
anything- about the mail steamer- There

i nother matter that 1 wvish to refer to. I
understood lir, Sommners to say that hie had
ain employee leaving with thle intention of
goingL to Fremantlc to participate in the £C141
per w-eek earned by the wharf lumpers.
Surely Mr. Sommers knows that only on
one o r two occasions hais anything like that
amount of money' been earned by the wharf
lalbourers of Fremnantle. The occasions of
which I speak arose in connection with re-
moving coal which was on fire in two ves-
sels. and the rate at pay for that work was
Ts. per hour. it is only' in work Of that
nature that the r-ate of pay approacheps any-
thing like that amiount. I think the hion.
member wvill agree with me that to take on
work of that description entitles a man to
receive something more than the average
rate of pay.

Hon. R. .1. Lynn: The union are asking
is. fit.

lion. J. CTJKN-NNGHAM: We hear so
much about the high rate of pay at Fre-
mantle in connection with wharf work that
it sets one thinking. At all events I went
to Fremantle to find out all about it- I
found that men who were getting this burn-
ing coal out of the vessels were overcome
by thle heat and fumnes, and I am sure hion.
members will agree with mne that the work
is worth full 'y 7s. per hour. The men cannot
go on with that sort of work, and when we

find unhealthy work like this which takes
thle vigour out of a man, we should allow
him something over the ordinary rate of
pay. My object in making these remarks
is to try and clear up sonic of thle misrepre-
sentation which has been spread throughont
the State.

Hon. C. Sommers: Why would they not
Linload this ship on Sund ay when they
would unload another?

Hon. J. CUNININGHAM: I do not know.
At all events, one party wanted to save
something and the other party said if that
w6ere thle case and they wanted the work
done, seeing they had the right to refuse,,
they would do0 it if they received a little
more for it. Not only do I desire to draw
the attention of thle members of the House
to these exaggerated reports which have ap-
peared in thle Press of Western Australia
in connection 'wvith this section ot the work-
ing people, hut I think it is just as well, to
get down to facts, so that the public gener-
ally niay know the p~osition. By getting
down to facts, we will not be doing ainy sec-
tion of the community an injustice, whereas
an injustice hias been done in this case. MAr.
Sommers said that if lie had his wvay he
would deport these people, hut I believe
that if lie now went to Frem antle and found
out the facts of the case, lie would not
he prepared to deport themi. I know that
there are something like betweeni 400 and
-500 wharf lahourers out of work at Fre-
mantle.

Hon. C. Sommers: 'No wonder!
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I found one

strong, health;? N man who) had been working
there for ahotit 20 years, had duing the last
five weeks not earned more than £E2 5s.

Hon. C. Somnmers: He has killed thle
goose that laid the golden egg-

Tile PRESIDENT: The lion, member
miust not interrupt; he lia- already had his
s'ay.

Hon. J. CUNNINYGHAM: I tried to get
on the track of the people who, as has been
said, are earning- this big money. I inter-
viewed a number of people and hare every'
reason to believe thle statements mnade to me.
I learned that thle niajority of men at
Fremantle were not averaging £3 per week.
Taking- into consideration what 'Mr. Hiekey
has already referred to, namely, the hig:h
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cost of living, I think bon. members will
admit thiat £3 per week is not such a very
great wage to keep a wife and family to-
gether on, and in addition pay the house
rent which most of the men have 'to do.
There has been a great injustice done to
the wvharf lumpers, aind I think 1 liave done
righlt. in trying to clear uip the matter here.
I also desire to refer to the present position
of the wining indutstry in the State. I
hare reently had a trip through the back
country north of Kalgoorlie. " What struck
tie most was the scarcit 'y of prospectors.
I hare been in this country 'for a number of
years, but believe that at the present time
we have fewer prospectors titan we
have ever had in the history of the gold-
fields. One of the great reasons for tile
scarcity of men taking an interest in the
development of gold mining in this State
is that the cost of livingo has increased so
enormously that storekeepers who, in the
past, had assisted the prospector, and thus
assisted thh industry, are no longer able to
do this. I believe it is not the retail store-
keeper who is putting up the prices of eonm-
inodities . for I know a number of store-
keepers in the back country who have al-
ways assisted in every possible way to open
up that part of Western Australia. through
what they have done for the prospectors.
The fact is that the railway freights have
increased so much and the cost of commo-
dities has gone tip to such an extent that the
storekeepers have been unable to continue
their assistance to the industry as they did
in the past. The result is, as we find it to-
day, these heavy inposts in connection with
the cost of living are starring the miining in-
dustry of Western Australia. I think that
any Govern ment-L iberal, Labour, or
Na tional-should do everything possible to
bring some relief for the purpose of holding-
together one of our greatest assets, namely,
tile mining industry. I wvish to refer to a
remark mnade by 'Mr. Ardagh. He said that
hie had been expelled from the Labour
party in Western Australia. NYeither Mr.
'Ardagh nor any, other man in this State has
been expelled from the Labour movement.
There is quite a number of ex-Labourites
in this State w-ho have left the Labour
movement of their own volition. That be-
ing so, I canl see very little reason for coi-

plaint on the part of 31r. Ardagh, or any
other tx-Labour member of Western. Aus-
tralia. This, too,, has been promulgated
throughout the State by men on the plat-
form and through the Press that we have in.
the metropolitan area, for the purpose of
trying to injulre that party to -which I be-
long, the Labour party. If those mnen have
Made up their ihids to leave the Labour
mnovement, why do they not come out and
say straight out that they liars done so?
If they desire to join the Nationalist party,
why do they not becomie members. of that
party and say so. I believe in the prin-
ciples of Labour and intend to stick to them,
and if peolple disagree with them, let theta
leave the party altogethier. They should
no0t, however, lead the people to believe that
hey liars been expelled from the parn. for

nothing of the kind has taken place so far
-is this State is concerned. I am thoroughly
in accord with the remarks of 'Mr. Sander-
son on unification.

Sitting suspended ,fromn 6.1.5 to 7.30 p).m.

Hon. J. CCNNIJNGHAMN: Before tea I
said I was in accord with the statement of
Mr. Sanderson when hie referred to the mat-
ter of unification. It seems to me that at the
present time, as well as also for some years
past, the cost of. government to the p-pople
of Australia has been altogether too great.
We have only to take into consideration that
we have somnething like 666 legislators as,
well as seven Governors, and all other ex-
penses connected with the government of the
States. I m glad the miatter has been mien-
tioned in this I-ouse. It points to the fact
that at last quite a number of people are
considering the inattet' of unification. To
my mind it is only a question of time when
wve will find the people of Australia taking
the subject uip in an earnest way. I hope.
Mr. Sanderson will go further with it and
will do his best to awaken the public of
Western Australia to the desirability of giv-
ing the subject early consideration. There
is another nmatter I desire to touch upon and
it is in connection wvith the recruiting cam-
lpaign which has been earied out in West-
ern Australia since the warf started, more
particularly the mtathods that have been
adopted recently in the metropolitan area.
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We find that there are recruiting commit-
tees and other peoJple interesting themselves
in the matter of recruiting in this State, and
evidently they think it the proper thing to
approach employers with a view of forcing
men into enlisting- My contention is that
this is not earryin.- out the spirit if the peo-
ple of Australia as expressed on the 28th
October last. On that occasion Australia
declared in favour of the voluntary system.
Mly contention is that every encouragement
should be given to our fit men to enlist, but
at the satme time .1 strongly resent anything
in the way of an economic conscription. No
doubt these people are of the opinion thnt,
by ap)proaching cinpdoyeis, pressure can be
broughlt to bear on the men engaged in the
different trades throughlout the country, with
a view of forcing them into camp. This
might. also apply to the employers them-
selves. If it is necessary to bring pressure
to bear- on thle employees, why not adopt
similar measures with a view of get-
ting eligible employers to go into camp?
That has not heen done and only this morn-
ing I happened to see in the West Austra-
lion where thle Prime 'Minister was having a
conference with employers in the Eastern
States. The Prime Minister has made the
statement on more than one occasion that it
is not his intention to introduce conscription
without first approaching the people of
Australiia throughJ a referendum, and that
that Course -wilt nut be adopted until some
great disaster overtakes the Empire. That
disaster has not overtaken the Empire, anti
it seems to i that lie has got right away
from his previous promise, in his action in
approachng the employers of the Eastern
States. I can see no other object in the con-
ference between the Prinie Mfinister and the
employers referred to in the Press than to
bring pressure to hear on the eligibles in the
employ of those people. In my opinion that
is not in accord with the spirit and decision
of thle people, and I certainty do think it is
a practice that should be discontinued. I
believe that, rather than assist in the matter
of recruiting, it will have a detrimentat ef-
fect. There is another question in connec-
tion with the matter of enlisting and re-
turned soldiers that I wish to touch upon.
We have heard it stated on the platform,
and it has also been referred to in the Press,

that preference must he given to returned
soldiers. It is my desire to see every re-
turned soldier, who is capable of doing any-
thing in the direction of earning his living,
given employment, hut I do not think it is
the desire of the returned soldiers to get pre-
ference. I rather think that the returned
soldiers look upon it as the duty of the pen-
pie of Australia to see that they are em-
ployed on returning, and they also, as Aus-
tralians, desire to see those who have not
been in a position to enlist, or are medically
unfit continue in their occupations, and
to my way of thinking both State and Fed-
oral Governments should get to -work im-
mediately for thle very purpose of creating
those avenues of employment that ill not
only absorb thle ret urned soldier but also
other people who have been doing- their part
and their duty in sonic direction towards as-
sisting in the war. The matter of preference
to returned soldiers, I believe, is practised
at the present time. I dlid hear only a day
or two a oD that a married man with four or
five children, and unfit for servicei who was
employed in the postal stores, hiad been dis-
charged to niake way for a returned sol-
dier. I believe if that matter were broughIt
uinder the notice of the Returned Soldiers'
Association, that association- would not
agree with the action of the Commonwealth
authorities in pushing out that man who
Was medically unfit, so that a returned sol-
dier migbt get his position. That is not thle
spirit with which we should face the ques-
tion of repatriation, nor is it the spirit
which "'ill work for the general good of the
Commonwealth. It is not only essential that
we should have our returned soldiers em-
ployed, hut in the interests of the prosperity
of Western Australia and Australia, em-
ployatent should be found for all men who
are lprelpared to work. That is the position
as I look at it, and I think the Government
should in the near future, and as early as
poussible, take up the matter of bringing
about such a systeni in the industries of
Australia. so that at the end of the war they
will absorb all our workers. We hear of dif-
ferent schemes suggested with regard to re-
patriation, hut if something is done in the
direction of placing our industries on a
sound footing-, so as to provide employment
for all, that will be a measure in the diree-
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tion of repatriation. -I know a number of
nien who left Western Australia and who,
,on returning, would not go on the land.
'flit matter has been mentioned by the pre-
sent and by the previous Government. Some-
thing- has already been done in the direction
of preparing land for the purpose of pro-
viding settlement for returned soldiers. The
majorit , of the returned soldiers will be men.
'who have been drawn from the various in-
dustries in Western Australia, and it will he
found that thes men will make their -way
back into the industries they were engaged
in before the 'y enlisted, and anything that
can be done in the direction of bringing
about a sound position at the end of the war
in the direction of getting the industries
going, will be, as fur as I can see, something
in the direction of absorbing the returned
soldiers outside of any specific scheme, and
it will be allowving them every opportunity
of engaging in whatever producing industry
thiey were working in previously. Another
mutter dealt with is the condition of
the rolls of the Browubill-Ivanhoc elector-
ate. The National party, or the 'National-
Labour party, is not the only party that can
complain in regard to thle state of that roll.
I know a number of people, supporters of
the Labour Party, who on that occasion were
not on the roll for the Brownhill-Ivanhoe
electorate. It may have been, perhaps,
through their own fault, and it may have
been brought about by the fact that many
people confuse the St ate and Federal rolls,
and others believe that when they enrol on
one their names will appear on both. Some-
thing should be done by the Commonwealth
and State Governments with a view of get-
ting a national roll for both State and Fed-
eral elections.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch-Eo~t) [71 : 1 do not
propose to detain lion, members very long.
So little has been said in the way of hostile
criticism of the Present Administration-a
fact Possibly to some extent, accounted for
by tile short period during which they have
been in office--that it will be quite unneces-
sary for me to reply at any length to the
remarks of lion. members. I desire to join
in the congratulations that have been be-
stowed on the two newly elected members .
Air. Roan and Mr. Stewart. I have no doubt

both these gentlemnen will be an asset to
this 11ouse. Personally I listened wvith a
great deal of interest to the remarks of Mjr.
Boan in moving the Address-in -reply. Al-
though it was his maiden effort, lie told u~s
a good ninny things that are well worth
thinking- over. I am sure his first action,
on being elected, in making a comprehensive
tour of the north-west portion of the State
is likely to be of advantage to that Portion
of the State and inci den tally3 to thle country
generall1y. J1 was interested in his refer-
ences to the locality in which one can
live on nothing a week-and save money.
It may be to some extent an exag-
geration), but 'I ami sure the lion. member
is on thle right track in directing atten-
tion to the great Possibilities e.xistiiig in
the North-West. Another sugg estion of the
hion. member has reference to economies. I
have recently had the experience of en-
deavouring to press upon members of the
conmnunity in the metropolitan area the de-
sirability during war time of doing away
with bookmakers and doing away with shiout-
Jag; and I might say that my experience in
that connection has not been altowether too
satisfactory. If Mr. Boan has marked me
to assist him in the task of inducing people
to substitute chicken feeding for mixed
bathing, I shall have to ask hima to get some-
body, else; although here again I amn sure
that there is a great deal of common sen se
underlying the hon. member's remarks. One
cannot move about the country and note
what is going on, without realising' that there
is far too much time and far too uch
mtoney being spent on luxuries and non-
essentials to the neglect of effort to increase
production. I realise that for anyone to
talk economy duiring war time is like a voice
crying in the wilderness, hut obviously ex-
travagance in wvar time is not the best policy
for a country. Mr. Sommers made reference
to the subject of repatriation, and sug-'gested
that the Government are confining their
efforts on this question to settling people
on the land. I would remind lion, amu-
her-s that that is the particular function
of the State Government under the repatria-
tion scheme; there are other matters prob-
ably, but these are dealt with by the Federal
Government. Of coarse, it is realised to
be necessary that the State Government
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should co-operate in every possible way, and
also the local authorities: but the time is
scarcely ripe to go into the details. Tile
Federal Government's Repatriation Bill has
not yet been passed, and no doubt it will be
circulated as soon as possible in order
that the State Governments and local
governing authorities may have the fullest
possible details to enable them to assist in
this great movement. So far as the settle-
ment of returned soldiers onl the land is
concerned. I nmay say that a scheme wvas
practically Coflplbled byv the late 'Minister
for Industries (Hon. J, Mlitchlell) before
leaving, office. That scheme is being reviewed
by members of the Government and also by
a departmental board, and it is now prac-
tically complete. 1 hope to place the details
before honi. members before this session
closes. probably' to-morrow.

Hon. A. Sanderson interjected.
The COLONTAIJ SECRETARY: I sub-

mit that the hion. member has a very incom-
plete knowledge of the scheme. Mr. Mitchell
did not contemplate sending returned soldiers
anywhere where they did not want to go.
His scheme contemplated making available
the widest possiblc selection to thie returned
soldiers, and Nl-ornalup was merely an in-
cident in the scheme.

Hon. A-I. Sanderson: There was no coin-
pulsion 9

The COLONIAL SEC RETARY: No
conipialsitin whatever. Reference has also)
been made in the course (of the debate to the
repurchased] estates. Under the Act passed
last session it will he possible for the land
in the repurchased estates to he made avail-
able for use by returned soldiers. The
scheme has not yet been finalised. A boa~rd
has, been app~ointed departmentally, one of
wshose duties, is to ascertain exactly what
land is available and where it is available.
If necessary, although the Gloveranment hope
that the necessity wtill not arise, provision
is made for the further repurchase of edates
for settlement of returned soldiers. But
the scheine is not one setting apart parti-
eular localities for returned soldiers. I
believe that when the details of the scheme,
are placed before lion. members they will
agree that it is a generous scheme. Care
will be taken to see that returned soldiers
are adapted to the work upon which they

will be engaged. A second board has been
appointed for the purpose of investiga1ting
the question of the suitableness of returned
soldiers for certain occupations. I agree
fully with the remarks which have been
made by several bon, members that only' a
small percentage of olir returned men will
go on to the land, and that it is necessar ythat 'everything possible should be done to
extend all our existing industries and to
create new oe,in order that these men may
be absorbed into the industries of the coun-
try. It is certain that the scarcity of ship-
p)in,which will continue for along time after
The war, and this-as compensation for its
many drawbacks-will have a. considerable
effect in aiding us to build up ottr local in-
dustries. because we shall be forced to make
certain things for ourselves for which pre-
viously we depended on inmportation. 1
have no doubt that so long as the Govern-
ment do all they can to stimulate industries,
and so long as the people put forth an ener-
getic effort to assist, we shall be able to es-
tablish new industries and to make those al-
ready established larger. In this connection,
I listened -with considerable interest to the
spechl of Mr. Stewart, particularly his re-
marks on education as affecting- the question
of ag-ricultural and industrial develop-
tulett. As members are aw are, a
committee is at present iaqILiring in-
to this matter, coinprisingo professors
of the University, a representative of
the Education Department, a representa-
tive of the Agricultural Department, and a
practical farmer. This conimittee is col-
lecting information from all padts of the
Commonwealth and other p~arts of the
world with a view to seeing what we can do
to-wards making our education system, prim-
ary, secondary and university, of greater
practical use to the different industries of
the State. To my mind, co-operation be-
tween science and induistry' is a matter of
supreme importance. We have to face the
fact that when this war is over there will be
great need for effort in every avenue of em-
ployment, and for effort towards increased
production. And when we realise thte greatly
increased burden which will be placed on
industry by reason of the higher interest
and the higher cost of mioney added to the
highber wages--and no one wants to SeE
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wages reduced or the standard of comfort of
the community reduced-the only way we
can do this is by hav'ing the best possible
methods and the highest possible effliiene *
amongst our workers. It is for this reason
that I contend the action of the Government
can lbe justified in increasing at the present
time the vote oul education. Mr. Stewart re-
± erred to the tact that in the Imperial Par-
liament this year, notwithstanding the enor-
mous taxation -which the British people have
to bear, the education vote "'as increased by
no less- a sumi than four millions. He might
have gone further and told the House that
practically the whole of that four million
pounds is devoted to increasing the wage's
and statuis of the school teachers. The as-
sunition is that only by that mecans can the
best minds be attracted to a profession, the
valkie of whichi the people at homie are only
just beginning to realise. That is only one
aspect. As soon as the war is over it is in-
tended by the Imperial Parliament to extend
thle educational system very largely. For
instance. thle co11musoryV standard is to ha
increased to 14 years. A.t present it is ir-
regular; in sonic parts of England it is 14
years, and in otiher parts the local authori-
ties, who have control, have fixed the age at
13. But even in those parts where the age
is 14, wide exemptions. are granted on the
grounld of poverty and on the ground that
the children's wages are required] in order to
sulpplenment tile earnings of the home. And
'it is the unanimjous opinion of a very large
departmental committee, whose report was
rceive(I with general approval, that those
exemptions mnust cease and that some other
mleans must he found to meet the poverty of
the parents, because it only perpetuates
poverty in future generations to neglect
tile education of the children. It is
felt to hie impracticable to introduce this re-
form until after the wvar; and in addition it
is intended that children who leave school at
the age of 14 years shall be compelled to at-
tend continuation classes for four hours per
week; and those four hours per week are
not to be taken during the night time, when
the children arc tired, but out of the time
for which they' are paid by their employers.
To mn'y mind, the best feature of this pro-
posal is that it received the approval of
practically all the employers who gave evi-

decev. They are of opinion that it will paT
them to allow their employees off for four-
hours; per week for the p~urpose of attend-
ing continuation schools. If some such
scemne as this were adopted in Western
Australia, 1 feel sure it would not be many
years before we would see a very decided
improvement in the general standard of edu-
cation, an improvement which would enable-
our industries to bear the increased burden
of dearer mione y which will be with
us after the warl. In this connection
I should like to refer briefly to the
increased expenditture on education, and to
point out that the cost of education in this
S-'tate is at the rate (of £6 2s. 6d. per child.
The increase in tile number of scholars be-
tween the 30th June, 1916, aud the 30th
June, 19.17, was not less than 3.'000. So that,
if the number of children is to increase at
the rate of 3,000 per annunm, it follows that
our education vote must go up, apart from
ally ncev enterprises of an educational chiar-
acter which may be undertaken. I should
also like to point out that the increased sal-
aries amounLIt to £10,000 per annunm, an in-
crease confined entirely to teachers in re-
ceilt of salaries of less than £204 per an-
num. .I do not think any lion. inember is
likely to object to such an increase. So far
as tile newi departures in edlueation are con-
cerned, time cost has been little indeed, and I
would like to point out to members that the
primary abject has been an endeavour to give
to the country child the same facilities for
education as were formuerly enjoyed only by
the city child. We hlave in the metropolitan
area a number of very% fine secondary schools.
The fees are modecrate, and it is easy for
parents residing in the muetropolitan area,
whose ehildren can live at home, to get the
advantages of these schools. We have also a
modlern school in the metropolitan area, and
we have a high school in Kalgoorlie. But lip
to the present it has been impossible for any
country child to obtain education after at-
taining the age of fourteen years unless the
parents; were able to pay' the cost of sending
tile child to the school. Consequently, I am
perfectly prepared to defend the action of
the Government in this respect. I say "the
action of the Government," because it is not
.the- policy of the Minister for Education,
but a policy whlich has been deliberately ap-
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proved by, not only the previous ' Liberal
Government, but also by' fh&d present Na-
tional Government, and a policy whidh wvas
emphasised by the Premier in his speech at
Moora the other dlay. This policy is to es-
tablish, where circumstances justify it, in
the country districts high schools. Two have
been establishied-one at Northam and one
at Lferald ton. Two more are to be estab-
lishied at the beginning of next year-one t
Albany and one at Bunbury. In connection
with these schools scholarships are instituted
to enable children of the small schools in the
country districts to attend thie district high
schools. It is hoped, by this means, at very
small expenditure to enable some four hun-
dred or ive hundred country children whose
education wvould otherwise stop at fourteen
to carry it on to fifteen, sixteen, and seven-
teen years of age By that means we shall
give something like fair play to the country
children. At the present time the cost of
education is spread over thle people of the
whole State, but in time past the advantages
have been too narrowly confined to those
who happened to live in the metropolitan
area. So that, apart from the increased ex-
penditure due to tile increase in consequenceR
of the larger numiber of scholars and the in-
crease of salaries of teachers receiving be-
low £204 per annum, practically the whole
of the extra expense on education has been
for the purpose of endeaVOuiring to give to
the country children some of the facilities
which were previously confined entirely to
thle city children. It is a policy which I and
every member of the Government are pre-
pared to justify at any time and in any
place, because, speaking of economy, we be-
lieve that the greatest economy which can
be effected is to save human manterial. We
believe that the greatest waste is to educate
all the children uip to the age of fourteen
years and then turn themn out to forget ;vhat-
ever they have learned. While I would do
everything- possible for the city child, I ad-
mit that T believe the country child is the
best asset the State has. I believe that if thle
matter is gone into exhaustively' it will he
foend that those' children born and reared
S~rnear to Nature's heart" invariably or al-
maost inv-ariably make the best men; that
they are the material above all other-not-
withistanding- 1r. Sanderson's reference to

t he dense bucolic intellect"-that we can-

not afford to see run to waste. 3Mr. Dodd
expressed his regret that the members of the
oflicial Labour party had not seen their way
clear to join in the formation of the Na-
tional Government. 1 have only to say
that they were invited to join, and that I
myself think it is a pity, in a time like this,
that all parties in a State like Western A Lis-
tralia could not agree to sink their differ-
ences and work together for the comamon
good. However, it is a mnatter entirely for
each party, and if the olicial. Labour party
tlink they can do better for the State of
Western A ustralia by refusing to join in
coalition with any other party, then it is
puirely at matter for their own judgment.
If we are to be guided by the debates not
only in this Cliamhber hut in another place,
we cannot hut admit that the members of
thle official Labour party who have spoken.
arc earnest in their endeavour to assist the
Government in a very difficult and trying
period. Mr. Dodd made some reference to
a motion which lie tabled during last ses-
sion in favour of an alteration in Our rail-
way policy, an alteration which would have
thle effect of making the whole of the in-
terest onl the cost of construction a national
charge. There is a good deal to be said in
faivour Of that policy, hut it presents cer-
tamn dilliculties which 1. do not think have
been taken fully into account by those who
advocate it. To start with, it would mean
increasing direct taxation to the extent of
about £6,50,000 per annum. Our annual in-
terest bill on the railways is £C650,'000. and
if it were accepted, as a matter of policy,
that the users of the railways should not be
required to find any portion of that money,
it would mean that in addition to taxation
which we have to impose now in order to
hring thie revenue nearer to the expenditure,
we should have to ipose additional taxa-
tion yielding £650,000 annually. I do not
know that any scheme of ta-xing the land
benefited by the construction of the railways
would produce that sum of £050,000 with-
out doing an infinite amount of harm to the
industries in which that land is employed.
It is also necessary to remember that our
railways pass through1 a good deal of use-
less land, which it would be quite impossible
to tax. So that, whilst admittintr that many
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arguments mia'y be used in favour of the
suggestion put forward by Mr. Dodd, I
wouild point out to him these practical diffi-
elties.

Hon. J. E, Dodd: There is a grreat deal
of LiD.senl useful land, too.

T'leC COLONIALI SECRETARY: There
is sotn, but not a very great deal of., unused
uiseful land. if wve were to start taxing the
land throug-h which the railways passed in
order to make up this £E650,000 per annumn .
1. think we shouild find ourselves placed in
a very' difficult position indeed. Rfr
ence lhas been made to the Esperance Northi-
wards railway. As is wvell known, 1 op-
posed the passage of the Bill for the eon-
struction of that railway; and I still think
it was a mistake, when we were already em-
barked upon the War, to pas the Bill and
to proceed to construct the railway. How-
ever, the Government are bound by the de-
cision of the Royal Commission on Es )er-
ance lands. I amn not in a position to say
when it will be practicable to construct that
line. [1 do not know when we shall be able
to obtain the rails. Buit I do say, as 1. said
at the timie the Bill was before the House,
that I have alwvays regarded the construc-
tion of a railway from Esperanee to a point
s ix ty' iles northwards as an entirely useless
proposition. I said then that 'I hlope~l if
the Bill were passed it would not lie long
before another Bill was passed to carry the(
line right through to Kalgoorlie. I still
take uip that atlitude. I maintain that that
is the only way to give the line some reason-
able chance of paying its way. If con-
structed inerely fur a distance of sixty mifles.
north of Esperanc-e, the line wouldi be a
very- heavy burden on the State, without
proving of imuch use to the producers of time
Esperance district. Cut off from their best
market--the goldflelds--tlme Esperane pro-
ducers must inevitably fail, even if they
have a r-ailwayv to their natuiral port.

Hon. J1. W. Kirwan: I am in agreement
with youl at last.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I amif
merely rer-eatinw, time remnarks I made a few
years ago , when the Esperance Railway
Bill was before time House, as the lion. mnem-
her will see if lie looks up liaiisard. I said
that if the Bill were passed I hop-Led there
would he no delay in puitting the railway

riht irouigh to Kalgoorlie. There is no in-
consistency, therefore, in what I say non-.

Bun. J. IV. Kirwan : BLut you said that
the Government were houind by the report
of the Royal Commission.

The COI.ONIAL SECRETARY: Qu1ite
so. Unfortunately' the report of the Rloyal
Comrmission does not enable us to obtain-
thie rails necessary to construct the line, I
repent, 1 think it was a mistake to put the
line in hand at tile ftme it was beg-un. A
good deal has been said about the high cost
of living and the matter of prices. T am
free to confess that 1I took a prominent
part in the rejection of The Control of
Trade in, war ruitue Bill a couple of years
ago. 1. think .I was justified in the atitiude
I. took up on that occasion. . anll not going
to say' that price fixing is altogether had.
We live in abnormal times, during
which it may, occasionally be necessary to
do0 things that one would not think of doingo
in peace time. But T am satisfied that as
ii general principle price fixing is econoini-
call , w rong and w'ill not do any good. I
have read at good deal on the subject re-
centlyv. A number of writers have been ax-
amining the effects of the two methods. The
Germian Government resorted, directly after
the outbreak of war, to rigid [rice flsing,
while the@ British Government relied muainly
upon the law of suippl ,y and demiand. So
far as$ I can see, the writers without excep-
tion have come to the one concl usion-that
price fixing- destroys its own object. The
effect of the lawr of supply and demand is
this: Price fixing is chiefly required when
goods are in short suppl 'y and the price
mnust be fixed, in order to achieve what is
desirable from the price fixer's point of
view, at less thann the goods would command
in the open market. By adopting that course
one removes on the one hand the necessity
for economy and on the other hand the en-
couragement of increased production. A
Couple of years' experience in both Ger-
manyv and Great Britain has convinced the
German people that there are very serious
difficulties in the principle of price fixing,
and has convinced the British people that
whatever price fixing one goes in for, one
must handle it very' gently indeed, and that
one must take care on the one hand not to
destroy the insistence on economy which the
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law of supply and demand always imposes
and on the other haond] not to destroy the
encouragement of production which the law
of supply and demand also invariably
:atfords. 1. say ag-ain that whilst I admit
there mayv lie cases in which some control of
trade in war time is necessary, I believe that
prite fixing will never serve a good object,
because it will not have the effect of bring-
ing about the economy that is necessary
when thin,-s are short, nor will it have the
effect of bringring about the increased pro-
duction that alone can afford a permanent
remied ,y. It has been sug-gested that there is
a close analogy lbetween price fixing and the
awvards of the Arbitration Court; but let
me remind lion. members that the Arbitra-
tion Court makes an award of a minimumn
1vatje and tells the worker, "When ynur In-
boui' is in demand yout are entitled to ask
for more." But thie price fixing fixes a
niaximini price. I t does not say to the

, grower or producer, "When your things are
in short supply you are entitled to ask for
more." It fixes a maximum price which the
g-rower or producer must take when his
goods are in short supply; and, generally
speaking, it gives him no assuirance of get-
ting anything like that ma-xinmm price when
there is a superabundance of his product.
I am p~repared to adbnit that at the present
time somiething has been done in the wa~y
-o fixing a minimum price for wheat, and
-that I, believe it will have a good effect. But
I certainly do not regard it as anything ex-
cept a temporary expedient; and I amn str
that directly normal freightage conditions
are restored it will be found entirely imi-
possible to fix a price for wheat in Amis-
tralia. that is not governed by the value of
wheat in the markets of the world. 1
would willingly bie a party to the enact-
merit of any legislation wiceh wvould
prevent the making of undue profits in
xvar time and I think the inethod which was
employed during the French Revolution
with the profiteers, who wsere shortened hy
a head, was really a very brutal bat a splen-
didly efficacious way of dealing with people
who tried to'make improper profits oat of
the necessities of their country in war time.
But I am afraid that those who think they
are going to make living cheap by a whole-
sale system of prie ffitg would fin be-

fore very long (lint they bad done greater
harm than good by what they attempted. I
have to make a brief reference to some
statements of Mr. Lynn in. regard to pro-
mnotions in the police force. The lion. mem-
ber criticisedi(tie appointmient as inspector
of D~etective Serweant 'Mann. But the hion.
member seemed to overlook the fact tiat
Sergt. Mann was appointed, not an inspec-
tor in the unifonin branch, but an inspector
in the Criminal Investigation Department,
a force in which be has served for nearly
20 v'ears. I am inclined to think-and I
have made prett y exhaustive inquiries into
the matter-that Sergt. Mann was best
qualified for this p~articulr promotion, He
lhas had a very successfult and a very dis-
tinguished career, being the holder of the
King's medal, which is granted for special
skill in the investigation of crime, and
which is issued in but very rare eases, and
is considered a high distinction. Moreover,
I. think it is recognised in all services that
special promotion should be given where
Special merit and ability are displayed. [
have no hfestitation in saying that the pro-
motion was mnade in accordance w ith that
principle. But Mr. Lynn's complaint
seemed to be chiefly in regard to the pro-
motion of two second class sergeants as
first class sergeants; and on that matter lie
made some ver 'y sweeping and very inac-
curate assertions. He said that all thme
police insp~ectors from Albany to Oerald-
tin had been brought to Perth at g-reat
expense in order to recommend two ser-
Leaats for a promotion of sixpence per day.
Notbing- of the sort occurred. Trhere is a1
pionmotion board. provided for by regunla-
lion, and this board consists of the whole
of these insp~ectors. Their duty was, not
mierely' to recommend the~e two sergeants
for promotion. but to recommend for pro-
motion, as vacancies occurred, thirteen
different officers in different ranks. Mr.
Lynn's complaint is that Sergt. Thomas and
Sergt. Lean were promoted as first-class
sergeants whereas another sergeant whom
be referred to, but not by name, was over-
looked, and the only reason he had for his
complaint was that this particular sergeant
was 10 years senior to Sergt. Lean. He
amits that Sergt. Thomas' promotion was
,a eood one, but hie says for his other ser-
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geant that he wvas, in point of service, 10
years senior to Sergt. Lean. In this re-
gard Sergt. Lean was slightly senior to
Sergt. Thomas, and only four years junior
to thle other sergeant. But the point is that
the promotions are not made entirely on
length of service. In the police force in
particular it would be impossible to regard
length of service as the one and oniy quali-
fication. The reguiation reads--

Names- of candidates wlto are quali-
fied will be registered, and it does not
always follow that because a tian passe.
a good examination he will make a cap-
able officer or N.C.O. A board consisting
of district officers stationed betwveen Ger-
aldtoa and Albany will sit in Perth as re-
quired and select in order of merit those
members who in their opinion should be
promoted, bearing in mind that effici-
ency in its truest sense must be their first
consideration.

Mr. Lynn's charge is practically based on
this: that an officer who joined the force in
1892, and wvho, therefore, has had 25 years
of service, was promoted to a first-class ser-
geant in preference to an officer who joined
the service in 1888, and wlto has, therefore,
had four years greater service. The point
is that tlte selection is made by half a dozen
inspectors who have an exact knowvledge of
all the qualifications of these men. They
make their selection, recommend to tlte
Commissioner, and the Commissioner passes
his recommendation. As Nlinister control-
ling tite Police Department I must say I
find not the slightest justification for in-
terfering with the dlecision of thtat hoard,
merely' because one man has been in the
force four y ears longer than another. This
board of inspectors say that the 25-year
man is tlte best man for the position, and
I think it would be ridiculous for me to set
myself up against the opinion of that board.
I also think it would be ridiculous to ask
the Public Service Coinzisssidiner, who caji-
not possibly know anything about the quali-
fications of these men, to pronounce judg-
ment on the work of the board. The sys-
tern of a promotions board of this kind
is recognised in the army, in the navy, and
in the police force elsewhere. This parti-
cular promotion is one very much prized
by members of the police force, be~ause it

is a step toward an inspectorship, and the,
particular sergeant on whose behalf Mr..
Lynn spoke was not the only one who had
a good many friends trying to advance his
cause in this promotion. i was vecry glad
to knowv that the senior officers in different
districts were so wveil thought of by the peo-
pie of those districts. At the same time it
is necessary we should have discipline, and
I intend to resist, if it is persisted in, the
motion asking that the eonfidential papers
of all these officers be placed on the Table
of the House. Unless Mr. Lynn makes out
a very mutch stronger case titan lie did on
the Address-in-reply I hope lion. members,
in tite interests of the discipline of the police
force, will not agree to thle passing of the
motion. Air. Curmingham made reference
to the question of recruiting. I do not know
that the hon. member is wvise in laying too-
much stress on the decision of the people on
the 28tlt October. I think that those who
took a leading part in inducing tihe people
to come to that decision received a very
rude awakening during the recent Com-
monwvealth eiections. I, for one, hope that
the Prime Minister-I do not know whje-
thier Mr. Cunningham has exactly quoted
him-will not wait for some grave disaster-
before taking steps which wviil allow Aus-
tralia to do its paurt fully in the prosecu-
tion of this war. I know that the recent re-
cruiting- movement has not been entirely
successful. The fattit I have to find with it
is not so much that the numbers have not
been produced as that reently far too large
a proportion of married men with consider-
able families and heavy obligations are
going to the Front. Eventually we must
suiffer for it, because wye are sending the
wrong men, and it tnay yet become the duty
of this Government and of this Parliament
to- assist the Commionwealtht Government in
taking steps to secure the required number
of tite right class of men. Incidentally, C
may say tltat that was practically' what
brought this National Government into ex-
istence. I doa not intend to say anything
further in regard to finance. I discussed
this at some length on the Supply Bill, buat
I repeat that the financial policy of this
Government is the same as that of the __%in-
istry that has ju-st gone out of office. There
is this difference: I hope this Government
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will have an opportunity and the power to
-carry their policy into effect, which the pre-
vious Government did not have. It will he
remembered that they had not a majority in
parliament. They held office by will of the
Country party, which at that time was not
prepared to accep~t its full responsibilities

.4nd1 join the Government by including
one or more of its representatives in the
Ministryv. The lrezcnt National Govern-
mient hold ollice by will of a considerable
majority of the Assembly, and if their posi-
lion. is confirmed at the forthcoming elec-
lions, they will have power to carry their
policy into effect. The Liberal Government
had no power to do that, because they had
not a majority, and lion. members know the
conditions under which rccent sessions of
Parliament have been carried on. Mr San-
-demson spoke a good deal on the question of
unification. I do not intend to make refer-
-ence to that subject beyond this: whilst I do
not believe in unification, J feel that the spirit
of the Federal Constitution, from a finan-
cial standpoint, has not been carried into
effect. It was never intended that the Fed-
eral Government should control the finan-
cial position as between the States and the
Commonwealth. At the lpresent time noth-
ing can he done, but after the wvar it will
be found necessary to arrive at an under-
standing in regard to finance as between
the Federal and State authorities. The
lion. member also said we were nil agreed on
the question of doing everything to win the
wvar. I wish I could] think the whole of the
people of Western Australia were so
agreed. Only a little while ago I attended
a meeting at which a casual remark about
the necessity for winning tile wvar, made by
the Archbishop of Perth-who bad returned
from the trenches, who had been sub-
niarined, and who therefore knew what hie
was talking about-was treated with shouts
of derisive laughter. Therefore, I am
afraid the whole of the people of Western
Australia are not as; unanimous as; I could
wish on this question of doing everything
possible to win the war. In reading the
newspapers we think one day that every-
thing is all right, but the next day we think
everything is all wrong. It seems highly
probable that the war will last a consider-
able time and that we shall have to make

g-reater sacrifices than we have made in tile
p~ast. It is our hope that by sinking minor
differences we shall (10 better than wye have
done hitherto, and it is to this end that the
Naional Government have been brought into
being. I desire to thank lion, members for
the generally favourable reception they have
given to the National movement.

Question lplt and p~assed; the Address
adopted.

B]LLS (-J)-FIRST READING.

1. 'Melville Tramways Act Amendment.
2. University Act Amendment.
3. War Council Act Amendment.
4. Licensing Act Amendment Act Con-

tinuanee.

Rleceived] fromt the Assembly.

B ILL-PERMANENT RESERV7E
(KING'S PARK).

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch (East) [8.29] in
moving the second reading said : This
is a very short Bill. Its object is to
effect an exchange of land between the
King's Park Board and thre University. For
some time past the King's Park Board has
had this matter uinder consideration, par-
ticularly with a view to endeavouring to
improve the approach to the Crawley en-
trance to King's Park. The opportunits
for improvement to this approach arose
when it was discovered that the King's Park
Board had( at hlock of land of practieally the
same size as the Universityv block which had
previously' interfered with the making of a
sati.sfaetory approach to the park. It is
considered that this better approach is neces-
sary in the interests of safety, as well as
for an improvement in thle appearance of
the park approaches. There is another
reason for the Bill, and that is that the land
which the University owns on that particu-
lar spot is not of nearly so much value to
the University as the block owned by the
King's Park Board a little further along
the road towards Crawley. The area of
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eachi of tile blocks is abot thle samle, niamlely.
a little over three acres. At thle same time
this Bill provides for the closure of that
portion of the flovernment road frointimtr
Lot 127. in order that this, new approweli
may lhe nith. Lot 1:32 referred to wvill then
be exei--er from the Board's reserve and
handed liver to the U Iniversity, and that sec-
tion of the Government road fronting Lot
127. at present owned lby (hie University, will
be included in tile King's Park Board re-
serVe. When (lis necessary' exchange of
ground has been effected the construction of
a new drive and a new entrance to the park
will he a matter for tihe King's Park Board.
The proposed exchange has been considered
by both the Uiniv-ersity authorities and the
King s Park Board, and btoth are anxious
that it should he effeete I. I move-

That the Bill lie now read a second
6tie.
Question puit and passed.
Bfill read a second time.

is, Committee.
Bill passed throuil ('ornmiltee without

debate, reported without amendment, andi
the report adopited.

House adjourned at 8.34 pm.
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The SPEARER took the (hair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

P'AP"ERS PRESENTED.
By' tl e Sj eaker: Report of Auditor Gen-

eral for the year ended 310th June, 1916.
By the Premier: 1, Royal Commission on

lie A-giiul I Lra] Industry, interim report.
2, Returned Soldiers and Sailors' Settle-
mient Scheme.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws re-
lating to motor and vehicular traffic of
the munticipalities of Perth, Claremont, anti
Fremantle.

AD1)RESS-INr-REPLy-pR ESENTA-
TION.

Mr. SPE.AKER: I desire to inform the
House that f have to-day pres-ented the
Akddress-jn-repl 'v to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, and that I have received tile follow-

Mr. Speaker and lion, members of thie
Legislative Assembly: In the name and
on behalf of Hi,; Mocst Gracious Majesty
the King, I thank you for your address.
Signed, William Grey Ellison-Macartacy,
Governor.-


